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Do you like to hear thunder?
Do you like to watch lightning from a safe place?
Barbara McNaught did when she was your age.
“I was kind of scared by thunderstorms,” says Barbara,
“but I liked to watch the lightning. It reminded me of fireworks.”

Reading Selection

Observing the Weather with a Meteorologist

Now Barbara is a meteorologist. She is a weatherwoman!
Her job is to study and forecast the weather.
Barbara works at the National Weather Service.
That’s one of the biggest weather watchers in the world.
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Meteorologists are at work at the National Weather Service
all day and all night. Even when you’re asleep,
they are keeping an eye on the weather.
That way, if a big rainstorm or a snowstorm or a heat wave
is coming your way, a weather report can tell you
and your family about it ahead of time.

How does a meteorologist “keep an eye on the weather”?
By looking out the window? Well, that’s one way!
Just as you are learning to do, Barbara uses her eyes and ears and
nose and sense of touch to tell what the weather is doing.

She also uses special instruments. One of these instruments 
is called a thermometer. It measures the temperature to tell 
us how hot or cold it is.

Barbara talks to other meteorologists at the National Weather
Service. They tell her about the weather patterns they have 
been watching.

All these different kinds of information help Barbara know what
the weather is like. They also help her make weather forecasts 
to tell people what kind of weather is on the way—afternoon
showers, or a foggy morning, or maybe even a tornado!
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Are the weather forecasts that Barbara makes always right? 
If she forecasts rain, will it rain for sure?
Well, not always. The weather can be very tricky.
Sometimes it can fool even meteorologists.

Barbara liked to watch storms when she was your age.
Now she is an expert in what we call “severe weather,”
weather such as hurricanes and tornadoes.
In classes called “Skywarn,” she teaches people how to get ready
for storms and how to stay safe in bad weather.

She also teaches them how to spot signs of severe weather.
These people then become volunteer “spotters” for the National
Weather Service. A spotter who sees a tornado coming will call
Barbara up right away.
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You can practice being a spotter by watching the weather.
It’s true that meteorologists use special instruments to do this,
but Barbara says, “As good as those instruments are, 
nothing beats the human eye.”

So keep your eye on the weather. Maybe one day 
you’ll be a meteorologist, just like Barbara McNaught.
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Record Sheet 2-A
Name:

Date:

Weather Observations

Record your observations of the weather.
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Blackline Master

The Four Senses


